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PRAISE & WORSHIP
ArPRIL 25, 2010

Gathering in Praise & Worship
Worship in Singing

Worship in Prayer

Worship in Giving

Worship in the Word

Scripture
Matthew 5:13-16
2 Corinthians 4:1-12

Sermon

Is there any hope ... for us?
Rick Hill

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 15:13 (NIv)

Worship in Communion

As we prepare for Communion we invite all believers to examine
themselves in light of their relationship with God. All, who under-
stand its meaning, confess Jesus Christ as Lord in word and life,
are accountable to their congregation and are living in right rela-
tionship with God and others are invited to participate.

Going in Praise & Worship

MATTHEW 5:13-16 NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION

13"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can
it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be
thrown out and trampled by men.

14"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nei-
ther do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on
its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way,

let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and

praise your Father in heaven.

2 CORINTHIANS 4:1-12 THE MESSAGE

1-2 Since God has so generously let us in on what he is doing, we're not
about to throw up our hands and walk off the job just because we run into
occasional hard times. We refuse to wear masks and play games. We
don't maneuver and manipulate behind the scenes. And we don't twist
God's Word to suit ourselves. Rather, we keep everything we do and say
out in the open, the whole truth on display, so that those who want to can
see and judge for themselves in the presence of God.

3-4 If our Message is obscure to anyone, it's not because we're holding
back in any way. No, it's because these other people are looking or going
the wrong way and refuse to give it serious attention. All they have eyes
for is the fashionable god of darkness. They think he can give them what
they want, and that they won't have to bother believing a Truth they can't
see. They're stone-blind to the dayspring brightness of the Message that
shines with Christ, who gives us the best picture of God we'll ever get.

5.6 Remember, our Message is not about ourselves; we're proclaiming Je-
sus Christ, the Master. All we are is messengers, errand runners from
Jesus for you. It started when God said, "Light up the darkness!" and our
lives filled up with light as we saw and understood God in the face of
Christ, all bright and beautiful.

7-12 If you only look at us, you might well miss the brightness. We carry
this precious Message around in the unadorned clay pots of our ordinary
lives. That's to prevent anyone from confusing God's incomparable power
with us. As it is, there's not much chance of that. You know for yourselves
that we're not much to look at. We've been surrounded and battered by
troubles, but we're not demoralized; we're not sure what to do, but we
know that God knows what to do; we've been spiritually terrorized, but
God hasn't left our side; we've been thrown down, but we haven't broken.
What they did to Jesus, they do to us—trial and torture, mockery and mur-
der; what Jesus did among them, he does in us—he lives! Our lives are at
constant risk for Jesus' sake, which makes Jesus' life all the more evident
in us. While we're going through the worst, you're getting in on the best!



